Spend at least 30 minutes doing independent, initial research to familiarize yourself with the basic background of a time period and historical topic. Use the tools referenced in this Learning Block on Page 1 (Choosing a Research Topic) and Page 2 (Asking a Research Question). Clicking on the titles will redirect you to those pages.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Here are a few pointers to help you choose your topic:
1. Pick a topic that interests you. You're likely to do more research, and do it faster, when you're genuinely engaged by your topic.
2. Pick a topic that is credible and relevant. Avoid sensationalism; don't waste your time trying to research the history of alien abductions or Elvis sightings. And make sure your topic is historically relevant—that is, a topic that requires you to do real historical research, not just express your opinions.
3. Narrow it down. A topic that's too broad will require you to sift through too much information and make it hard for you to focus.
4. Ask your instructor for ideas. Your instructor can also help you decide what topics are credible and relevant and how to narrow down an overly broad topic.
5. Make sure you can find the needed resources. If your topic is too obscure or too narrow, you might have trouble finding enough relevant sources.
Part1 (Choosing a Research Topic) with is below - Irish Immigrant Experience

Irish Immigrant Experience
In Theme: Approaches to History, you will learn more about the struggle of immigrants to win equal rights in American society. Our first case study will look at the experience of Irish immigrants in the United States in the 19th century.
Between 1820 and 1860, more than one third of all immigrants to the United States came from Ireland. This wave of majority Catholic immigrants reached its peak during the failure of the potato crop, known as "the Great Hunger."
Many Irish immigrants were poor and uneducated, making them initially ill-equipped for the emerging industrial economy of America. These immigrants experienced religious discrimination and backlash against their presence in major industrial centers like New York, Boston, and Philadelphia.
2. Asking Research Question 
Conduct preliminary research: You need to have a certain basis of knowledge about a historical topic before you ask a question about it. And a good way to frame your research question is to draw from facts about the historical event and base your question on historical premises and things you already know about the event. From there, you can prove the premises in your analysis—or attempt to disprove the
